
4th Grade
ELA/WRITING:

My name is Gina Solomon I am excited 
to start my 20th year of teaching as a 
Toro! I have my BAE degree in 
Elementary Education from ASU  and am 
highly qualified in ELA.  

In my free time, I enjoy being with my 
family, reading and going to the beach.

MATH

My name is Mrs. Lare.  I have been 
teaching  in Deer Valley  for the past 11 
years where I’ve taught Math in 4th 
grade for most of those years. In my 
spare time I enjoy spending time with my 
family.

SCIENCE

My name is Corbin Kent. I will be 
teaching science this year. I have been 
teaching since 1999, and  have been 
teaching in Deer Valley  for the past 14 
years.

In my free time I enjoy being outdoors, 
and spending time with my family.

SOCIAL STUDIES 
My name is Jen Swannie, and I am so 
happy to be starting my 20th year at 
Union Park!  I have a BAE degree in 
Early Childhood Education from ASU, 
and my Master’s Degree in Elementary 
Education.
I look forward to a wonderful school year 
with all of you!

 

Union park 2020-2021 Syllabus

WELCOME 
Union Park 

Toros!
We are looking forward to an exciting 
and fun-filled school year.  Our goal 
for your child this year is to teach 
them to achieve new goals, discover, 
and learn not only our exciting 
curriculum, but how to be self-reliant 
and responsible as well!

We departmentalize in 4th grade, 
meaning your child will rotate to the 
different classrooms throughout the 
day.  This gives students the 
opportunity to interact with each of the 
4th grade teachers and gives the 
teachers the opportunity to perfect 
and enhance their specific subject 
area. . 

 

Administrative Info:
Absences:  Please call the attendance line as 
soon as you know your child will be absent.  Students who 
know they will be absent should let teachers know at least 
2 days in advance so teachers may gather work. Those 
who are absent due to illness will have extra time to 
complete assignments based on the length of their 
absence.

Arrivals: Students are allowed on campus at 
8:00am, and should then go directly to the playground until 
the 8:10am bell rings.  Breakfast is served in the cafeteria 
from 7:45-8:10.  Students must remain in the cafeteria until 
the 8:00 bell.

Water Bottles: It is very hot outside much of 
the year!  Your child may bring a water bottle to school for 
inside and outside use.  We  encourage them to do so to 
stay hydrated and allow them to drink water during class 
time.  Please be sure that your child’s bottle is labeled with 
his/her name.  Please note that no other beverage besides 
water is allowed in the classroom! 

Lunch:School lunches are $2.80  a day.  Checks 
should be made payable to Canyon Springs, and can be 
dropped off at the cafeteria before school or you can 
prepay online at www. ezschoolpay.com.  

Birthdays: Food is not  permitted into our 
classrooms for individual student birthday celebrations due 
to the large number of students at Canyon Springs with life 
threatening food allergies. We truly appreciate your 
understanding and support while we ensure the safety of 
our students.

 

Contact Information: 

ELA/Writing: 
Ms. Gina Solomon
Room Phone Number:
Email: gina.solomon@dvusd.org
Class Site: dvusd.org/up-solomon
Math:
Mrs. Lare
Room Phone Number: 
Email:  elizabeth.lare@dvusd.org
Class site: 
https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/4908
Science: Mr. Kent
Room Phone Number:
Email:  corbin.kent@dvusd.org  
Class Site: 
https://dvusd.instructure.com/cours
es/151758
Soc. Studies: Mrs. Jennifer 
Swannie
Room Phone Number:
Email:  
Jennifer.Swannie@dvusd.org 
Class Site: 
https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/421
0

Volunteering: 
Volunteerism in any form is greatly appreciated at 
Union Park School.  DVUSD requires all school 
volunteers to take the DVUSD volunteer training 
course offered throughout the year (if you have taken 
this in previous years, you are all set).  It is imperative 
to establish an important role for the volunteer without 
interrupting the learning environment.  Parent 
volunteerism in the classroom during the  school day 
varies based on need, teacher,  and grade levels. 
There are a few volunteer trainings scheduled in the 
Union Park Media Center this year: 

Friday July 31, 2020 9:00am

Wednesday, December 2, 2020  5:00pm

 

. 
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Behavior:
We believe in promoting positive 
behavior in order to provide a 
classroom community that allows for 
maximum learning and teaching. We 
will work together to create this 
positive learning environment 
focused on respect and 
responsibility. It is our goal to help 
each member of our class feel safe, 
successful, capable, and to behave in 
a responsible manner. 

Classroom Rules: In addition to the 
school rules, which can be found in 
the Union Park Handbook and on the 
matrix provided, we will create our 
own class motto that encompasses 
our classroom rules. We believe it is 
important for our students to take an 
active role in creating this motto for 
our class. This motto will be centered 
around responsibility, respect, and 
“personal best”. We are a community 
of learners. Itis expected that all 
members of this community will 
behave in a responsible manner and 
always strive toward their personal 
best.

Classroom Economy 
System
Classrooms will be using a 
classroom economy system. A 
letter explaining the system 
will follow soon.
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Making Good Choices

As with in person learning, students are 
expected to participate, be respectful, 
and put effort into their learning.  Please 
refer to the Union Park Student 
Handbook for specific behavior 
expectations.

Communication is Key!
Parent involvement is all about the children. 
Participation in your child’s education is 
proven to boost his or her achievement in 
school. We are committed to treat parents as 
partners while keeping lines of 
communication open and focused on the 
needs of your child. Mutual trust and respect 
between parents and teachers is required to 
maintain a positive learning experience at any 
school. We believe that your trust in Union 
Park is required to ensure your child’s success. 
If you ever feel that a meeting is necessary, 
please schedule a specific time to meet with 
us, as teachers need time to communicate 
effectively. 
4th grade happenings-As we’re preparing 
students for middle school and beyond, it is 
vital to train them in planning and time 
management. Please check your child’s 
planner daily for homework and important 
class and school information. Students should 
be writing  homework assignments in their 
planners daily. You may also access our class 
website for important updates and class 
information. 
Wednesday Take Home Folder- Each student 
will have a Wednesday Take Home Folder that 
is sent home every week on Wednesday. This 
folder will contain graded assignments and 
items that are time sensitive. Please take time 
to look through your child’s work with them. 
Also, please sign the sheet inside your child’s 
folder letting us know that you have looked 
through all graded work and important 
notices and return the folder to me by Friday. 



Powerschools:
All DVUSD schools use Power Schools 
software. Upon receiving your child’s 
password, you can access students’ grades 
from home, at that time. New students login 
information was included in your registration 
packet, if you need a copy please contact 
the office. 
Teachers will do their best to enter scores 
within 72 hours of an assignment, but that is 
not always possible. Writing assignments 
and projects may take a longer period to 
grade. Additionally, assignments turned in 
late may not be graded immediately. Please 
remember that what you see on the screen 
may not be a complete reflection of your 
child’s grades. If you ever have questions or 
concerns a quick email can usually clear it 
up! 
Homework: Research provides strong 
evidence that, when used appropriately, 
homework is essential for increasing 
and reinforcing student learning and 
achievement for course standards. 
Homework may be differentiated to meet 
the needs of our varied learners.
Late work Policy -Homework is due the 
next day unless otherwise stated. 
Classroom and homework assignments 
may have a reduced grade if late.
Assessments - Our grading system in 
class is designed to evaluate students’ 
overall understanding and application of 
concepts and skills with common core. 
Grades are given on tests, projects, class 
assignments and homework. 
Standard Based Grading- 4th grade will 
be implementing modified standards based 
grading for the 2020-2021 school year. In 
Standards Based Grading, grades reflect 
what a student knows and can do, as 
outlines in the Arizona College and Career 
Ready Standards. 
Report Cards and Conferences- Report 
cards are sent home each quarter, and 
conferences are held in October and 
February. If missing assignments are 
greatly affecting your child’s performance, 
teachers will send home a missing 
assignments report. You can monitor your 
child’s progress by checking Power Schools 
regularly. Please do not wait until the end of 
quarter to contact teachers if you have any 
concerns. Teachers ask that you call or 
email to set up specific meeting times. 
Please encourage your child to take an 
active role in monitoring their performance 
and coming to the teacher with any 
questions, concerns, or if they are having 
difficulties with any given subject or 
assignment. Our goal is to teach them to be 
self-reliant and responsible for their own 
learning. 
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Expectations in 4th grade:

● Use self control
○ Raise hand to speak.
○ Work quietly.
○ Keep hands, feet, and 

objects to yourself.
● Listen carefully and follow 

directions!
● Cooperate in group activities!

○ Everyone gets a turn.
○ Be respectful and kind to 

group members.
● Respect others!

○ No put-downs.
○ Respect others property 

and person.
● Use good organizational skills!

○ Design a schedule for 
homework routine.

○ Keep your desk clean 
and orderly.

● Use your time wisely!
○ Turn ALL assignments in 

on time. 
○ Make wise choices in 

and out of class.
○ Work smarter, not 

harder - figure out the 
most productive way to 
complete tasks!

Consequences
We begin each morning assuming that we 
will, “Make it a great day!”  However, 
students occasionally forget our 
classroom motto and expectations and 
consequences are necessary.
Steps: Students making poor behavior 
choices will be verbally informed of the 
steps as part of our progressive discipline 
system. Students will have a free verbal 
reminder from us to “reel in” the 
inappropriate behavior. If the behavior 
continues, the following will occur: 
Step 1: Verbal Warning
Step 2: Minor, student fills out an 
incident report. Teacher then records this 
information, assigns consequences and 
contacts parents. 
Step 3: Minor, student fills out  a second 
incident report. Teacher then records this 
information, assigns consequences, and 
contacts parents.
Step 4: Minor, Student fills out a third 
incident report, which equals one major 
incident. Teacher then records this 
information, sends students to the office, 
and contacts parents. The administration 
will then follow through with 
consequences. Please note that some 
behavior such as fighting, refusal to work, 
severe defiance, or destroying property 
require an immediate referral to the 
principal and parents will be contacted. 

Please refrain from… allowing your child 
to bring any toys, electronic devices, such 
as MP3 players and IPods to school. They 
will be confiscated by the office. As are 
Heelys if the wheels have not been 
removed. Skateboards and scooters must 
be left at the bike racks. Cell phones are 
allowed but only if they remain off and 
concealed within your child’s backpack. 
Union Park is not responsible for any lost 
or stolen items. 



Curriculum Corner!

Our curriculum is set by the 
Arizona Department of Education 
and the Deer Valley Unified 
School District. The AZ State and 
Common Core Standards that 
must be met are viewable on the 
ADE Website : 
https://www.azed.gov/standards-p
ractices/

ELA:

I am so excited about using HMH 
Into Reading this year. This 
program includes high-quality 
books that intrigue and challenge 
students’ comprehension. The text 
will empower students to pursue 
their natural curiosity and discover 
their interests. As students build a 
strong foundation in reading, 
writing, listening, and speaking 
skills, they develop a confidence 
in themselves that ensures 
lifelong learners emerge.

Math:

We will be using Eureka Math 
formally known as Engage NY. I 
love this curriculum because it 
allows our students to gain a deep 
understanding of concepts before 
moving on to new areas of 
learning. By teaching a variety of 
methods and strategies it gives 
the students a stronger 
mathematical foundation and 
helps to build their confidence. 
The adopted curriculum follows a 
logical sequence focusing on the 
following math strands: Number 
and Operations, fractions, 
algebraic thinking, geometry, 
measurement and data.
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Online Learning:

Online Learning Expectations 
Matrix

4th Grade Online Schedule

4th Grade Online Supply List 

Science:

Deer Valley uses Full Option 
Science System (FOSS). FOSS 
developers are dedicated to the 
propositions that all students learn 
science best by doing science.  
FOSS investigations provide 
in-depth exposure to subject matter 
while guaranteeing that the 
cognitive demands placed on 
students are appropriate to their 
cognitive abilities. The four main 
topics we will focus on are: 
Landforms, Environments, Water, 
and Magnetism and Electricity.

Social Studies:

4th grade will be using the district 
adopted curriculum McGraw Hill for 
social studies. 4th Grade will study 
the Regions And Cultures Of The 
Americas (Pre-contact Americas to 
European settlements up to 1763).  
Students will study the Americas 
(North, Central, and South America 
along with the Caribbean Islands) 
using an integrated approach.  We 
will delve into civics, economics, 
geograph, and history, as it 
pertains to the ADE Social Studies 
standards. 
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